DDAVP: review of indications for its use in the treatment of factor VIII deficiency and report of a case.
Classic hemophilia or factor VIII deficiency is a recessive, sex-linked bleeding diathesis. The primary clinical problem is hemorrhage, which can be severe and often life threatening, even in the presence of only minor trauma. In the past this inadequate hemostasis has been treated with transfusions of cryoprecipitate, fresh frozen plasma, or commercially prepared factor VIII concentrate. Unfortunately, such treatment carries with it a number of risks, including the development of hepatitis B or hemolytic anemia and the formation of anti-factor VIII antibodies. Because of hemorrhage severity and the risks of conventional treatment, elective surgery in general and oral surgery in particular have often been neglected in patients with hemophilia. This article reviews a drug, 1-desamino-8-d-arginine (DDAVP), heretofore not discussed in the dental literature, and reports on its use in conjunction with epsilon-aminocaproic acid (EACA), a synthetic antifibrinolytic agent, in the surgical dental treatment of a patient with hemophilia A. The results suggest that certain dental surgical procedures can be performed in the presence of subclinical and mild hemophilia without conventional factor VIII replacement therapy with its associated costs and risks.